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ACTS 22. part of the 3* Verſe. 


Tet brought up in this City at the feet of 
Gamaliel. | 


He ſeveral Feaſts and Solemn Meetings 
E which the Fews , a particular Society or 
| Corporation of Men diſtin&tfrom the reſt 
{ of the World, held unto the Lord, were inſti- 
tutced and appointed by God himſelf, cither for a 
laſting Memorial of ſome great and remarkable 
Deliverance, or fora grateful acknowledgment 
of that extraordinary plenty of Temporal Bleſ- 
ſing which they recerved from the open and mu- 
nificent hand of the Divine Providence: Ano- 
ther Reaſon as we are told of the conſtant Ce- 
lebration of thoſe Feitivals in that placewhere 
God choſe to fix his Name, was, that the gene- 
ral appearance of all the Tribes no leſs than 
three times in the Year, might not only Com- 
bine them in the more ſtrict bands of Mutual 
Love and Faicndſhip, but keep them up to the 
due and umform obſervance of that publick 
Form of Worſhip wluch was eſtabliſhr amongſt 
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them;. The Feaſt of the Paſlover,was Ordain- 
ed for a. continual remembrance of their Mi- 
raculous Deliverance from their Egyptian Bon- 
dage, and. the Feaſt of Harveſt and Ingather- 
ing. was kept, thar:chereby they might have an 
opportunity unanimouſly to praiſe the large 
ounty. of their Heavenly Benetactor., who 
had Bleſſed them in the City, and-in the Field, 
intheir Baskets and in their Store, giving them 
a more than . ordinary increaſe aboye their 
Ntoghbours round about them. And in all 
the(e pablick Teſtimonies of their Gratitude, 
in all chcſe Annual demonſtrations of theirjoy, 
none were to appear empty before the Lord. 
The occaſion, Dearly beloved Brethren, of 
our Solemn mecting together this day, of this 
Armiverſary Fcaſt which wehold unto the Lord, 
hath, though northe ſame Divine Authority to 
warrant its Inſtitution, yet, the ſame Pious and 
Laudable ends to approve and commend 4ts 
continuation. We are come (' Moſt worthy 
School-fellows , by what other titles ſoevyer 
you may be dignified above, or diſtinguiſhed 
from one another) trom diverſe parts ofthe 
Land, as the Fews to the Celebration 'of the 
Paſſover, to this great Ciry, the Center and 
Mectropohs of the Nation, to this our Fer»ſa- 
lem, to. offer up an unbloudy Sacrifice of Praiſe 
and Thanksg1ving to our God for our Happy 
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deliverance from the. land of Darkneſs, from- 


the heavy yoke of Barbariſm and Ignorance 
under - which ſo many unfortunately hbour, 


by the great advantages which we have by 


his goodneſs obtained of a free and ingentious 
Education. | 

To Praiſe him with our mouths, whoſe lips 
hehach opened with the key of Knowledge, to 
rejoyce before him that our Lot fell to us in a 
good ground, that he vouchſafed to plant us 
not only in a Literal, but a more exalted 
Senſe, by the Water-ſprings, by the Rivulers 
of Knowledg, that we might bring forth the 
ſeveral Fruits of our proper Callings in our due 
time and ſeaſons : We are met together: to 
Praiſe God forour'Seed-time, and our Harveſt, 
for the Bleſſing which he gave to-our firſt en- 
deavours, by Crowning our tender Years with 
his goodneſs, and alſo tor the Ingathering the 
fruits of our labours; for the Improvements 
we have made, and the Benefits we have reaped 
by being nurcured and brought up at that Roy- 
x or ores to which. we did ſometime: be- 
long. 
Neither in theſe our Meetings muſt we ap- 
pear empty before the Lord ;' works of Piery 
and Charity ſhould go hand in hand and kifs 
each other: This 1s the precious Ointment 
which no Feaſt ſhould lack, . which ms” ar 
- whole 
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whole Room;. and extends likewiſe irs-Odor'to 
thoſe which are :at a great-diftance from -us 
This: 1s the way-to Sanctifie our Feaſt, (for af 
the Firſt-fruts be holy, the kump-1s alſo holy ) 
by making others who are m a worſe condition 
than our ſclves, by our kindneſs, in fome mea- 
ſure partakers of that unnnocent murth and free- 
dom whicharec the natural reſult of ſuch loving 
_ and fricadly cntertainments.- | 
And as theſe publick Meetings are ( Subordi- 
nately tothat.great end I Have already mention- 
cd). deſigned to renew that. Amity and Friend- 
ſhip, without which no- condition of life 1s c0- 
lcrable,, which by long abſence, and variety 
of accidents hath tor ſometime been interrupted, 
ſo likewiſe that I may finiſh the parallel our ap- 
pearance in-this place dedicated to Gods Service 
docs teftific our unanimous conformity to thoſe 
moft excellent rules of his -publick Worſhip as 
they are by our wholſom Laws cſtabliſht and 
confirmed. 
Newher 1s 1t without reaſon that we obſerve 
this Annual Solemnity for a grateful remem- 
brance of thoſe many Bleſſings and Benefits we 
received under the Care and Tuition of thoſe 
who were appointed to be the Guides and In- 
ſtructors of our Youth, ſecing St. Paz, the 
Learned Apoſtle, in the Defence which he made 
tor himſelt before his Brethren the Fews, takes 
BR | 
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x- particular occaſion to make. an honourable 
mention. of -. his -Maſters Name, - under whom 
he became- ſo great a proficient-in the Know- 
ledge/and. Practiſe of the Law ;- telling- them, 
that aithough he was Born in. Zarſus, a City of 
Cilicia;, and, as Strabo ſays, an Academy tur-- 
niſhed with Schools of - Learning ; yet that he: 
might the better compleat, and bring to- per- 
te<tion thoſe. Studies which he had ſo-happily 
begun, he Travelled. to Feruſalem, where the 
great Rabbicgand Doctors of the Law reſided, 
and in that City. was brought up at the feer- of 
Gamaliel; alluding tothe Cuſtom of: the Jewiſh 
Maſters, who were Wont to fit, whilſt their I 
ſciples and Scholars ftood at their teer-to receive. 
choſe Precepts of Wiſdam.which choſe Oracles: 
of Knowledge delivered with a-Gravity becom- 
ing ther Y.cars and Profeſſion. | 
Under the. Tuition of this great Maſter was 
St. Paul Educated, and Inſtructed in-the Know- 
ledge of, the. Law, wherein he made ſuch vaſt. 
improvements, having the Acm__ of being 
previouſly well grounded in the firlt Principles 


and Elements of Learning, that he quickly out- 
{tcipr.his fellow-diſciples. - And indeed as if his 
Tribe, rhe Tribe of Benjamin had Intituled him 
t0.a double ſhare, he ſcems,. though Born our 
of time, to have had a larger portion -of Know- 

ledge than the reſt of the Apoliles:. -. | 


And 
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And truly it ſcemed bur fit that this-great Mi- 
-niſter of the uncircumciſion, whom God chofe 
to bear his Name -beforei the Gentiles, ſhould 
have an Education. which -might -turniſh- him 
withall thoſe uſctul parts of Learming that were 
requiſite tor the accompliſhment of: that im- 
portant Work for which he was deſigned. He 
was to Diſpute with the Heathen Philoſophers, 
Men verſed mn all the Learning' of the Ancients; 
{tadied 1n all-the Sophuſms of the Schools; -and 
therefore he was to be ſo-preparedg as to be able 
to anſwer all thoſe Objections which they could 
raiſe againſt that new Do&tgine,as they thought, 
which he ſhould deliver'to them,' to convince 
them by their own Arguments,and toturn their *' 
own Artillery upon themſelves. Hence St. Hie- | 
rome, 1n an Epiſtle to Magnus, a Roman Orator, |} 
taking notice of that Innocent, but cunning Ar- 
tificethat St. Pau] made ufe of at his coming to 
Athens, whenhe took occaſion froman Infcrip- 
tion which he met with upon one of their Al- 
tars;7o the unknownGod toleadthem tothe know- 
ledge of the true one, - highly applands: the Skill } 
ws. readineſs of 'his Argumentation. 'Behold, | 
ſaith'he, how this Invincible Orator pleading | 
in the- behalf of the Chriſtian Doctrine, turns | 
the Inſcription which he ſcem'd cafually to light | 
upon; on 'the Athenians* themſelves ; - having | 
learnt from therrue Pavidtowreftthe Weapon * 
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out of the Enemics hand, and to cur off Go- 


| liath's Head with his own Sword. And when this 


Learned Apoſtle would yu againſt the Epi- 
cureans that we were not the product of Chance, 
but of Divine Extraction, he refers them. to 
their own Authors, to their own Poets, for 
whom they had a great-Veneration, and a- 
mongſt whom the choiceſt Treaſures of My- 
ſterious Knowledge were repoſited ; citing a 
placeoutof Aratus to that purpole, i ze wi xv iulr 
And though act firſt he ſeemed to ſome of them = 
no better than a Babler, yer by his ſolid Diſ- 
courſes; and his rational Inferences, he gained 
ſo much upon them, -thart at his firſt Lecture he 
Converted one of their chief Doctors, Diony- 
fius the Areopagite ; and others there were of leſs 
note, who at the ſame time embraced that Do- 
Erine which he then with ſo much power and 
ſtrength of - Argument delivered unto them. 


His Eloquence was fo perſwaſive,and his Reaſon 
| ſo convincing, that it was hard to reſiſt cither | 
! the Charms of the one , or the Force of the 
| other: For though his Pcrſonage was mean, 
| and almoſt contemprible, yet all acknowledged 
| that his Words were powerful, and his Reaſo- 
| nings irrefragable. | LON 

| : Whenhe writes to his Church ar Corinth, (to 
| which Learned City cvery one wasnot fit tobe 


ſcat ar; Embaſſadour) how does he beſtir, a 
B ay 
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| Tay aboar himſelf. What Elegant Tropes, and: * 
Figures of Specch, what caſic Tranfitions,whas. | 


= 
z 
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vehcmence -of Exprefſion, . what .kind and :pa- 


therical Infawuations, what gentle, and yer cq- : 


ent Admoninans docs he make uſe of ?. fuita- | 
ble to: the nature of the Subject of :which he !' 


treated, and the Perſans to wham he directed - 


his Diſcourſe: So thar Bezz, in his Annotations. * 


upon the 1 1th. Chapter of his Second Epiſtle to: ! 
 theCorivthians,tells us, That having well, weigh- | 
e& the  feveral Ornaments. and Elegancies of |: 


Specch diftuſed over that and athers of his E- | 
piſtles, he could not meer with. the fame heighr * 
and grandcurof Exprethon, with the-hike ſmart - 
and _—_ way of Repechenſion; or with fo | 
attractive and winning a maiiner- of .Perſwa- | 
fion,  cither in Plz1o or Demoſthenes, 1n- Ariftotle | 


ar Gatesthough they were all 'Y 
Profeflors of Eloquence. © He that reads thoſe : 


 Exexellent and Eloquent Defences which he + 
made 1fr bchalt of himſelf and his Doctrine, | 


Ecfore Felix and King Apripps, - by: the laſt of : 
which, he almoſt pertwaded his chiefeſt Audi- | 
ror to become his. Convert and Profelyee, wilt | 
ealily find what Improvements he made, - and ' 
what benefits he received by virtue of his firſt : 
Education in good Letters, by being brought. | 


up, as herells'us in my Text, in the City of Je- | 
xajalem,at tlie feet of the Learned and great Rab- | 
by, Gamaliel. | In * 
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In regard all rhe benefics and advantages of 

a free and ingeruous Education have been moſt 
exccllently and fully inthis place, andupon the 
ſame Occaſion declared unto you; and ekat I 
may not build my Hay and Stubble upon thac 
Foundation, on whuch fo much Gold and Prect- 
ous Stones have been already laid: I ſhall cndea- 
your in my cnfuing Difcourſe, taking the hine 
from Sc. Pau!'s Inftitution, and the manner of 
it, to ſhew you, ' 

x. Thar Humane Learning, x comperenc Skill 
Ht Arts and Sciences, 'a a Education m 
good Literature, are very rec _—_—— 
ons forall choſe who are dedicatedto Sutoed 
Miniftry, and thereby Auchorizd to-Inr 
unmothe People the Oracles of Divine Trac 
- 2. That a good Foundation inthe Rudirnients 


| and Principles'of Leaming does fic and: capaci- 

| _— all Perſons wharfoever for the well govern- 

; _—_ wmproving themſelves in thofe feycral 
mgs 


and "tar Fon to whichthe Drvine-Pro- 


| vidence hath- aſſigned them. 


3. Thac Publck Shook and Scminarics arc 


| the beſt Nurferiev'foe the texiningup: of Yourk 
; 1nall thoſe parts of Knowledge which may ren- 
| derthem Ulctul and Seryiceable-initherr ſeveral 


Capacinics to- the Common-wealth, or Soup 


| wherein they live. 


' And 4. I ſhallſhew vouhow tharRoyal Foun- 
B 2 dation, 
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dation; 'of which we were once Members, hath 
at leaſt equal Advantages. with any other of the 
ſame kind, in order'to the obtaining 'the fore- 
mentioned great End. i, ; 
_ My firſt Propofitionwas,that Humane Learn- 
10g, ancarly Educattonin good Literature, are 
very uſcfu} ' and neceſſary Qualifications for all 
thoſe whoare Dedicated to the Sacred Miniſtry, 
and thereby Commuſſionared-to Interpret the 
Oracles of Divine Truth to the Congregation. | 
They are not improperly. flited the Hand- 
maids of Divinity, ſeeing they do very much fa- 
cihtate our acceſs to thar-Divine Miſtreſs, the 
Caleſtal Truth, which does nor Profticute her 
Sacred Treaſures to Profane and Ignorant Intru- 
ders, but ſuffers her ſelf wo- be gain'd like Hea-. 
ven it ſelf, ENIIRINS is, by the Vio- 
lence and Importunate follicitations of thoſe 
Wiſe Charmers, whoſe force ſhe 1s neither able 
nor willing to withſtand. They are not indeed 
the Heaven, bur they are the bright Stars that 
luſtrate it; they are not the Crown, bur they 
arc the Orxent Gems that egabelliſh it ;. they. are | 
not the Ground-work; bate they are the Rich Im- + 
broxdery that adorn it. They are the ſweer Oyl | 
which teeds thoſe golden Lamps, thoſe burning * 
and ſhining Lights, which belong unto the San- - | 
Ctuary of our God: They are as the dew of Her-. | 
mon,which makes frutful,and long may it do fo, 
the Hill of our Sor. - "That 


_ | = | 


'That:whichy (ome object, of our: Saviours 
cheoſing poor ſimple Fiſhermen. for the propa- 
ation..of his Doctrine through the World., 
cing: of no validity in this caſe. For-though 
our Saviour choſe out ſuch 1lliterate Perſons to 
be his farſt Diſciples, that thaſe extraordinary 
endowments wherewith He their great Maſter 
and Teacher furniſh'd then for the execution-of 
their Apoſtolical office might appear to be de- 
rived to them by the immediate flowing in of 
his Spirit upon them, andnot convey'd to.them 
by the ordinary and flow Channel of the Senſes, 
thereby to aſtoniſh the Learned Rabbies of that 
Age, and to make their Incredulity under: fo 
clear a light, and ſo evident a Demonſtration, 
the more inexcuſable; yet after he had left them, 
and in.a Miraculous manner conferred the gift 
of Tongues upon them, to qualifie them for the: 
diſcharge of tnat Miniſtry which was commit- 
cd co them, ( which by the way ſhews the ne- 
ceſlity of ſuch gatts for that purpoſe) now the 
were not only to guide and govern the Church 
during their own time, but to. be Patterns 
and Examples. to. all ſuccceding Generations, 
theſe ſupernatural Illuminations by degrees va- 
niſhed and diſappeared. Now, the Foundation. 
was not only laid, but a ſuperſtructure raiſed ; 
| theſe Scaffolds: which: were: only. erected. for 
: the morcecalic and fate finiſhing of it, were Fw 
en 
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ken down: He therefore, who from this exam- 


ple- of aur Savicur, will argue for a neceſſity of ] 


r 
Entbafeaſtick Inſpirations for the Interpretation 
_.of Scripture, :may by the ſame Rule maintain, 
that a:Chriftan Prince with an hundred Men 
may encountcra Pagan Enemy coming againſt 


him wich Twenty Thouſand, becauſe once by 


-the eſpecial Command of God, Gideon reduced 
tis great Army to three hundred, and with them 
Vanquithed the Hoſt of the Midienites, which 
were as the Sand of the Sea for muknude. 
We are to Guide and Govern the feveral Pe- 
nods/and Circumſtances of our Lives by thoſe 
ſtated Rules and Meafures which God un his In- 
fnixe Wiſdom hath appointed 6 to. not = 
propoſe one or two extraordinary Examples: 
our Patterns 'and Immanon. We mult make ufe 
of thoſe plain,cafic, and natural Methods which 
are laid down before us for the Improvement 
of: our Reaſon, and the Informatiori of our 
Judgments, not expect that our Underftand- 
ing, which the Wiſe Man calls 7he Candle of 
the Lond, ſhould be lighted, as the Wood npor 
his: Altar foractumes. was, by an immediate fire 
from-Hcaven. And how neceffary 1t 1s for all 
thoſe who. are c_ to- be the Miniſters,and 
difpenfers.of the Word of God, to'apply them- 
felves betimes to thoſe means which-are moſt 
proper for the attainment of that Knowledge 


which 
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| which may prepare them. tor the throughe dif 


charge of their Duty, will ſuffcicatly appear 
by the great damage-the- Church hath 1n all 


Ages ſuitained by the Ignorance of fooliſh and. 
| unlearned Men: He-mullt, not pretend . to un- 


deritand'the Scriptures, or to be converſant in 
the Style and Language of then, who does not 
acknowledge that cthey abound 1n Tropes, and 
Figures; in Parables, and dark. Speeches; and- 
tharthere are divers wrogn and important Vc- 

E Allogorical and Emig-. 


covered till that Vail and Covering be done a+- 
way by the Skill and Induftry of thofe whoſe 
Education entides them to that ſort of Learn- 
ing. What Monſtrous Opinions, what Prodi- 

10us Abfurdicies, what. Pernigous Dodtrines: 

ath this want of Art to diftinguiſh beeween, 
what 1s to- be taken 19a proper and literal, what . 
ina Forcin and boxrowed ſenſe, begat uy the 
Chriftian' World To this the Error of the. 
Millenaries, which began fo carly, and hach con-: 
tinued ſo long, more or leſs,: mw the Church, 
owes 1s firſt. rife and Onginal. Unskiltul and. 
unwary Men looking no tarcher than the bare. 


lecrer of the Text, applying, thoſe. Glorious and- 


fpecious Metaphors, under whucl-the Prophets. 
of Old ſhadowed the Spiritual Riches, and Hap- 
pincſs of Chrifts Kingdom, to their fonege 

7 Natura 
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Narural :meamng,” made ſuch a Platform and 
Idea of that State-as beſt ſuited with their Fan- | 
cy.and Imagination. And how hard a matter | 
was, even for our Saviour himnſclf, the great |} 
Teacher of Truth, to wean his own Diſciples | 
from that falſe Opinion they had in- the time | 
of their Ignorance ſuck'd-m of his Earthly and } 
| Sm Kingdom, the Evangelical Hiſtory | 
does abundantly demonſtrate. + | 

.. This ſort of Ignorance begat the Follies and | 
idle Dreams of the Anthropomorphites, whilſt | 
taking thoſe things which were ſpoken Figura- 
nycly-in favour to the weakneſs of our ſhallow 
Underſtandings, concerning the Efſence of the 
Inviſible God, in their Natural Capacity, the 
have repreſented him as a'Corporeal , Viſible 
Subſtance, conſiſting of 'Humane Members, 
and even ſuch a oneas themſclycs.. And truly, 
one would almoſt think, that thoſe of the Ro- 
miſh Church, who ſtick ſo cloſe to the literal 
ſenſe of that:Sacramental expreſſion, 7 his is my 
Body,had forgotten that our Saviour cver made | 
uſe of any Figures of Specch in the ſeveral Dif-- 
courſes which he made whilſt he was. converſant 
here on Earch. And when their great Bellar- | 
mine crouds in that Text, Bleſſed are the Poor in | 
Spirit, to Patronize the Order of their Mendi- | 
cant Friers, I ſhould almoſt judge him to- be of 
the ſame Opinion, had we not more _— to. 

| cheve, 
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believe, that he and the reſt of chem do rather 


cndcavour;to-bend the Scriptures to their De- 


: > Rules of Scripture. - —_ 


And as the inconveniences are many which 


: have accrued to the Church by the Ignorance 
1 .and npudener of thoſe who have-preſumed to 
c 


couch the Myſteries of the Sanctuary with'un- 


| waſh'd and unhallowed Hands; ſo on the other 


fide, ſhe muſt acknowledge her ſelf to owe the 


| Defence of her Religion, the Propagation of 


her Faith, and the Confutation of her Adyer- 


| faries to the Learned Pens, and the Eloquent 


Diſcourſes of thoſe Wiſe Maſter-Builders which 
God raiſed up in all Ages, for her Security and 


Preſervation. The Ancient Fathers -and Wri- 


ters, who ſpent themſelves and their tune-to 
ſerye.the Church, not only in their own Age, 
but to ſucceeding Generations, had loſt much 
of their aim, and the People of God 'muchof 
the Benefit was intended them, had their Learn- 
ned Apologies for the Chriſtian Religion, their 
Pious Explanations of the ſame Faith, their 
uſctul Commentaries, their ſtrong and fold 
Arguments layen moulding in Libraries, with- 
our a Key to unlock the meaning of them, 
their Books had long ſince undergone the ſame 


Fate with themſelves, and become, as they have 


done, a prey for Moths and Worms. Bur _ 
| C Ss 
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by us, though dead, -chey-yct ſpeak; and be- | 
eome- profitable, like the Scriptures of which: # 
they treac, for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor- 
rection, for Inſtruction m Rightcoulnels. Who, 
unleſs ne attainto the Knowledge of -the Greef # 
Tongue, by the Advantages of a happy Educa- ! 
t10n, can diſcover the Golden Mines of St. Chry- ; 

om's Eloquence? Forwhere is that Excellent, © 
Hi , Comprehenſive Longngs Naturally | 
now ſpoken? Even Greece her {clf, once. the | 
great Nurſe and Favourer of Arts, that labours | 
as well under the {ad and deplorable Fate of Bar- | 
bariſm and Ignorance, as the Yoke of 7urks/b' 


Slavery, needs the of ired Learning | 
Je able her to wars Pau age Maſtess ; 
of her own Artick Elegance. I nught Inſtance 
the. other Famous Language, which, like a 
Vagabond, hath no certain home; for Roxre 
her lf hath loſt her Ancient Tongue, as well 
as her firſt Faith : Both, whatcycr ſome pretend. 
wo ſay in the defence of them, are Corrupted; 
and her Language as well as Manners in the de-; 
cay and dechinanon of her Empire, degenera-} 
ted 11 a ſoft, and effeminate Delicacy. 

Should I purſue this Argument as far as it 
would go, I might tire both my ſelf and you} 
bur I muſt remember that I told you, that that} 
Learning which is the product of a Liberal Edu-j 
cation, wasnot only, though chiefly My 
or; 


| 


(#5) 
for thoſe who wait at the Altar, but alſo ſer- 
viceable to all Perſons in thoſe ſeveral ſtations 
- | and Profeſſions to which'the Divine Providence 
|| hath afligned them, which was the ſecond Pro- 
RK} poſition T laid down. 


! - Setting aſide theStudies of Law and Phyſick, 
)-} inwhich none can be ſuppoſed without a good 
; Stock and Bottom of this ſort of Learning 'to 
lY | arrive at any Degree of Eminence, either for 
| their own, orothers Advantage, I ſhall inſtance 
in others, whoſe Callings may ſeem to be fo 
I- remote, as not to be capable of receiving any 
'* beneficial Influence from thoſe Beams of carly 
W } Knowledge, wherewith their Infur-underttand- 
15! ings were at firſt bur faintly inlightned. 
I am not of the Opinion of thoſe who Argue 
2] forthe parity and equality of Souls ; burechis T 
2c! may be bold to Aftrm, That Education, a 
cl} cimely ſeaſoning of the Mind with the ſound 
ad 2nd wholome Principles of Knowledge, hath 
d;} oftentimes differenced thoſe - Who otherwiſe 
Ic-j had the ſame intellectual Faculties: And al- 
[a-! though all Souls have not the ſame Genius and 
- | Inclination, nor the ſame C—_ and Com- 
it! prehenfion, ( the Almighty Wiſdom having in 
U;! ſome meaſure proportioned the gifts of the 
nth Mind to the ſeveral Uſes and Ends tor which he 
lu-j deligned the Perſons ) yet an Ingenuous Breed- 
Wy! ing does fit and preparc eycry one for that 
: C 2 Employ- 
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Employment to which his Choice and-Inclina- 


rion leads him: Like the former and the latter 
Rain it raiſes and quickens thoſe Seeds which 
before lay dormant and unac&tive in the folid 
maſs, and gives'to every Grain its own Body. 
'Tis this that makes Men th@ eaſier to compre- 
hend the ſeveral Myſteries of their Profeſſion, 
and to make conſiderabk Additions to the ordi- 
nary Meaſures and Standards of thoſe Arts 
which they Profeſs. This puts them upon new 
Diſcoveries and Improvements, and makes 
them -Eminent in the Sphere wherein: they 
move, and"in the place wherein they live. # 
So that the Learned as well as the Righteous ! 
Man, becomes more excellent than his Neigh- } 
bour. "Thus Education1s the Elixir that ripens | 
all forts of Metals, and brings them to their | 
duc perfection, every thing taking a form ſuit- * 
able to that Spirit wherewith it was firit impreg- | 
natcd: It afſimulates, and by a Spiritual Alchy- * 
my turns all chat it hath digeſted, into'its own | 
Subſtance, and by its hear and vigour makes ! 

that to be Gold, which otherwiſe would have © 
continued an imperfect Mineral. Divers, per- | 
haps, do not conſider that thoſe extraordinary | 
Parts.and Abilities of which they are ſometimes | 

Maſters, are the reſult of thoſe Rudiments of * 

Knowledge, which were inſtilled into them in } 

their firſt Years. But yet upon a ſerious recol- } 

k&ion they muſt be forced to allow thoſe Im- | 

prove- } 


(19) 


provements to be chiefly the off-fpring of a. 
good and virtuous Inſtitution; for the facul- 
| rics of the Mind were thereby enlarged, and 
| |. capacitated-to entertain greater proportions of 

* Knowledge and Wiſdom than they could have 
received, had they.then been un-employed. And 
alchough in ſome thoſe Notions, which were, it 
may. be, with great difficulty and reluctancy 
fixt upon their Minds, do not exert their ope- 
rations preſently, not being able to extricate 
themſelves from that yiſcous and tenacious 
matter wherein they were abſorpt; yet after 
they. have conquered their Phlegmatick temper, 
a wrought themſclves into a clearer Liberty, 
they muſt acknowledge, whatever other appre- 
henſions they had in the days of their dulne(s 
and obſcurity, that their ſeveral accompliſh- 
ments are the effect and product of thoſe firſt 
Characters, which were, though with much 
labour, imprinted on them. *'Tis to a generous 
Education likewiſe chat the Nobility and Gen- 
try, ( of which kind no Foundation can boaſt 
more, or more deſerving than our own). are 
indebted tor thoſe excellent Qualities which ren- 
der them not only acceptable to all ingenuous 
Company, and uſctul ro the Common-wealth, 
but for the happy Comforts 6f entertaining 
themſcelyes at their moſt lerſure, and ſpare hours. 
It being the ſaying of the Wiſe Lord Fauk/and, 
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That he pitied an unlearned Gentleman in a Rainy 
Day. Thofe who by vertue of the Rudiments 
which were genrly  infus'd into them in their 
firſt years, ( whoſe tinEture, hike that of our firſt 
Norices, can never be waſh'd off) arrive at any 
comperency of Learning, being ableupon any 


emergent accident of: their Life, or when either 


Weather, or their preſent temper docs not di{- 
poſe them to Field-Recreations, to employ their 


time, not only to their own private ſarisfattion, 


but for the benefir of the Publick alſo : Where- 


as the unthinking, and unintelligent Croud are 


forced -upon ſuch occafions, either to doze away 
their time in {leep and 1dlenefs, or elſe to take 
up: with ſome ungenerous and unmanly Vice 
for their preſent Divertiſement ; thereby com- 
pounding for their Ignorance'at no leſs a rate 
than che price of their precious and immoral 
Souls. : And the great Sexeca tells us co this pur- 


poſe, .in his Eighty ſecond Epiſtle, ' Or12m ſine 
Hiteris mors efl, @ vivi hominis m_—_— Thoſe 
I 


who have not learnt wiſely to diſpoſe of their 
moſt vacant Minures, being buried alive in that 
ofs and heavy Earth, which they carry abour 
them: And furely there 1s neither Wit, nor 
Counſel, nor Knowledge, nor Invention in that 

Grave. 1 94 EST 
But 1n vain do '] inycigh againſt Ignorance, 
or commend the general uſctulneſs of Know- 
| ledge, 
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ledge, unleſs I can ſhew you the moſt readyand 
proper way to eſcape the Follies and Inconye- 


! nicncics of the one, by attaining the Wiſdom 
! and Advantages of the other , which is that 
* which 1n the third place I am to ſpeak to, wiz, 
| That Pablick Schools and Seminaries of Learn- 
| 1ng are the beſt Nurſeries tor the training up of 
{ Youth in all thoſe parrs of Knowledge which: 
| may render them Serviceable and Uſeful in their 
| ſcvcral Capacities, to the Common-wealth or 
{ Socicty wherein they live. 


X ef. 


The firſt publick Seed-plots for Learning ar 


mong(t the Fews were in, or adjoyning to the 
! Cities of the Levires, of which there a. ſome 


in every Tribe, for the greater convenience of: 
Gods Worſhip, and. the better Inftructing of 
thoſe who were deligned for the performance- 
of it. Afterwards about Samuel's time, the Le- 
vites ncglccting their Duty of Inftructing their 
Charge, and applying themſclves chiefly to the: 


decading of Controyerlies ariling abouc the Ce- 


remonial- Law, which Trade was gaintul to- 
them, and the Prieſthood it ſelf being much de- 
generated, the Prieſts being both looſe and 1g- 
norant, that great Prophet Founded two Socic- 
ties or Colledges, which were called the Schools 
of the Prophets for the training up of Young 


| Students in. all thoſe Scholaſtical Exerciſes x 
| whuch mught read to the Improvement of their 


Natu- 
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| Marana Facultics, and their Advancement in 

the Rules of Picty and Devotion, thereby. to 
prepare them for the Diſcharge of their Pro- 
pherical Office : The number of. theſe 1n pro- 
ceſs of. time was increaſed, and their Founda- 
tions enlarged. Thus we read of divers of theſe 
Publick Schools, at Bethel, Fericho, Fordan, and 


Elſewhere; ſo neceſſary did thoſe great Maſters 


and Governours of the Fewiſh Church "think 
thoſe places of publick Education for the In- 


ſtructing of Youth in all thoſe Sciences, which | 


might diſpoſe them for the more orderly Cele- 
bration of Gods Worſhip, and the better Infor- 
mation of his People. And indeed if we right- 
ly conſider the Advantages whuch great Semi- 
narics have aboye thoſe Private Corners where- 
in Youthare ſometimes Inſtituted, we ſhall caſi- 
ly grant, that thoſe Ancient Foundations were 
Buile upon a firm Baſis and ground of Reaſon. 
Such exact Methods of Teaching, ſuch regu- 
lar Diſcipline, ſuch free and open Communi- 
cation of Notions, ſuch generous Emulartions, 
as are common and uſual in Publick Schools, 


cannot be expected 1n thoſe {mall and inconſi- | 


derable Laboratories, as I may call them, that 

are (cr'up in Countrey Villages. | 3: 
Indecd it 1s not every ones good Fortune to 
goto Corinth, or to be brought up art the feet of 
a Gamaliel, but 1t were to be with'd, that we had 
more 


| 
( 
( 
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more Publick Nurſeries, + and ſo conveniently 

Situated', that none'ot thoſe who are deſign- 
ed for the Study of good Letters might want 


the benefit of a Liberal Education, nor be ex- 


poſed to the hazards which divers run by being 
campered with in their firſt years, by thoſe lit- 
tle Mountebanks,” thoſe Dabblers in Grammar, 
 who;:like other Quacks, Kill more than they 
Cure; who by infuſing their unſound and So- 
phiſticate Notions into their caſte and tender 


| Minds, fix ſuch ill habits upon the ſeveral Fa- 


culties, as are ſcarce eycr to be cradicated by 
the moſt potent Remedies of a contrary Inſti- 
tution. Like Diſeaſed Nurſes, they Infect thoſe 


Children they ſhould nouriſh, and by convey- - 
ing their unwholſome Juices into the empty 


veins of their Young Pupils, they not onl 
weaken and corrupt the before Healthy Conſti- 
tution of the Soul, bur leave ſuch Marks and 
Characters of their own Imperfte&tions upon 
them, as are never to be obliterated and worn 
out. Thoſe raw Beginners, who 1t may be have 
madea tranſient Viſit to the Univerſity for Fa- 
ſhion-fake, cannot - have thoſe Qualifications 
that are requiſite in thoſe to whom the Govern- 
ment of wild and unbridled Youth ought to be 
committed. They want that Diſcretion, Pru- 
dence, and Moderation, (to ſay no more) 
which'are: the moſt commendable Qualities in 
D tholte 


(28) | 
thoſe who take that difficult, but wathal moſt 
aſctrl Protafion upon them: ' And not being 
able ro Govern their own Paſſions, nor having 
Judgment to propotftion char Corrections ro 
the meaſure of the Fank commirted,, nor to 
mn berween the ſeveral diſpoſitions of} 
FL: by ther unreaſonable and cxogbirant | 
-Cmuclyes, they force their line Flock to take} 
Sandbuary at ther Own home, or cc creatc| 
fuch an averſion and prejudice againft all man- 
ner of Learning mn cheie Minds which is never 
end, wh thr By Shi, rok hath 

E WHRen oung Orbiiius, W 
Cie che ſound of che Ferz/a out: of Ius Ears, 
nor the ſmant 'of it out of Tus Hands, having 
gottenthat wooden Sceptre neo his power, be- 
gins to Rule Arburarily m his lirde Edilethip, 
andthinks it but yuft to deal with others, as he 
was ferved humfclt. Whereas the grave Rector of! 
the Publick School rakes his meaſures from the] 
Capacities and Defpofitions of thoſe who arc} 
der his Care, whoſe Inclinations he knows 
as well as their Faces, and from thence ſuits his 
demeanour towards them; he knows how to 
quicken the Slothful, and to reclaim the Excra- 
vagant, by ſhaming them into better Manners, 

reduces more to Obedicnce by Stratag 
than by Force. He knows by p__—_ bh 
Prxnuo's to make all 1o-run as to ſtrive tor the 
| Maſtery 
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unto them, he makes bis ROE m love with 

hinaſclf and their Books at the fame time. 
But alas, nothing of this Nature is to be ex- 
from the Comnneey Chancel, which fel- 


{ dom produces any {ras Uſe and Ser- 
| vice of the Church. ed ſome of us may 
| remember, (and may we never ſce ſuch days. 


again) when divers of the choiceſt of Gods 
Servants, fome of the Chucf and moſt Enu- 
nent Paſtors of our Church, whoſe anly Crime 
was thair Loyalty, were. forced for the Te eftimony 
of a good Conſcience, to wander up aud down in 
Defarts, to hide themſetoes iz Dens and Caves of 
the Earth, deſtitute, and Afflifted, of whom onr 
E World was not worthy. Theſe, I fay, were 
to Teach Youth in ſome private corner 
a mean Livelyhood, to retire into ſorne by, un- 
_——_ he to ſhelter themſelves from the 
Tyranny of thoſe Op _ which then nd 
bots eo Under thofe 
ſhades did thoſe grea ; Shepherd feed their 
Lambs, being driven from their Shcep, in the 
Noon-day, in Fx hear and fury of cv Perſe- 
CYtion he chen raged amongſt us: Amongſt 
thoſe were many of our Loyal Nobility and 
Gentry bred, and by their wh Doctnnes 
"_— __ inthe Poriry of that Worſhip, and 
2 in 
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__ i} 

in thofe juſt :and honeſt ap 2 for which 
their Worthy. Parents then Suffered, ether by 
Peath, or Bani/ſhment, or C onfſcation of. Goods, 
or elſe Impriſoument. But he that will urge this. 
as an. Argument. for [the countenancing of 
private Schools, may as well make the ſecret 
. Mectings, and Nocturnal Aſſemblies of the Pri- 
nutive Chriſtians in Dens and Caves, during the 
heat of Perſecution; an Argument to uphold 
thoſe unlawtul Conventicles which are but too 
frequent amongſt us at this day. Neither do I 
Condemn all private places which are made uſe 
of for the Breeding of Youth, in ſome of whieh,. 
without queſtion, divers Worthy and Eminent 
Men have been Educated, who either have met 
with ſome extraordinary Maſter, or elſe who 
by the ſtrength of their Natural parts have con- 
quered the Maligmity of thoſe ill Principles 
wherewith they were firſt tainted. Bur ſtill give 
me leave, as our Learned Apoſtle St. Paul ſays 
upon another account, «co tell you, 7hat I fhew 
unto you a more excellent way. | 

And thus having ſhewn you the Uſctulneſs of 
Humane Learning, as to the ſeveral Occaſions 
and Emergencies wherein we can be concerned 
in the World, and the moſt probable way of at- 
taining that Knowledge by an early Education 
in publick Schools: Suffer me, inthe laſt place, 
chat I may conclude my Difcourſe with ſome- 


thing 


_ ET 


thing pertinent to the Solemnity of this prefent 
Day, to offer ſomewhat inbehalf of chat Roy- 
al Foundation of. Eton Coledge,: the Pious and 
Charitable: Work of Henry the Sixth, one of 
the beſt, though moſt unfortunate, of our Prin- 
ces, at which-we received the better part of our 
Education, and from which divers of us, a- 
mongſt whom I my ſelf ( which 1 ſhall eyer 
gratcfully acknowledge) though the moſt un- 
worthy, derived other ſecular Advantages. I 
will not fay, that though her Sifters, of which 
ſhe hath many, and of great: Renown, ( but 
few of the ſame Noble extract with her felf) 
have all done virtuouſly, that yet- ſhe hath: excel- 
ted them all: But Ithink bmay affirm that which 
our Apoſtle does of himſelf, 7hat ſhe comes not 
behind the very chiefeft of t5em all. 

If Experience, which cannot lye, be a ſure 
Rule to go by, Ihave many living Inſtances be- 
fore me at this time to Witneſs thoſe great and 
extraordinary Improvements and Accompliſh- 
ments which are the reſult and effect of thoſe 
many hours they carcfully ſpent under the hap- 
py Tuition of the ſeveral Maſters of that Fa- 
mous and well Diſciplin'd School; and who.do- 
Naturally commend the ſame Education © : 
others, which they found ſo uſeful and benefi- 
cial to themſelves. But give me leave to ſhew 
you likewiſe, how that Royal Society, to which. 

= you 
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you did once belong, hath all thoſe conven- 
ences which the Wiſeft and Duſcrecteft Men 
have judged to be moſt proper and — 
to that great End for which it was. _ 
The moſt Learned ap wn Femiſh m_ _ 

wen ther Opinion, that congruity of -place, 
_ [tm þ ant the World, were twoCir- 
cumitances not tobe onutted in the Building of 
char Schools of the Prophers, in Order tothe 

uicker and . caficr attaining of that Natural 
Knowles m—_ might — _—_ 
cr ft of Prophecy. Congruity of. 

lace, r ln its _ in a good Air; 
bh the other, a private Retirement from the. 
noiſe and hurry of the-World; both very ufcful. 
for the fnting and preparing the Mind for the 
free Entertaining the Princples and Elements. 
of good Learning. A chearful ferene Air hath 
a great Influence upon the temper and com-. 
plecion of the Body, 1t puts the Spirits upon a- 

ele, but active ferment, and thereby ren- 
To the whole Craſis and Conftitution more. 
phant and ſerviceable to the motions and allies. 
' of the Soul than otherwiſe it would have been: 
As Glaſſes are no where made 1m the fame per- 
tection for Beauty and Luſtre, as in Mzxrano, an 
Ifland near to Venice, which is attributed to the 
clcarncls of the'circumambient Air which hangs 
over the place, and 1s: continually purified and. 


attC- 
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attenuated by. the conſtant fires; fo it 1s obſer- 
' vable, that no Wits have been fo pure and re- 
fined as thoſe who were Bred and Educated in 
a Healchful and Temperate Clime. And on the 
contrary, a groſs, heavy, thick Air umpriſons 
and chains up the Spirits, and robs them of their 
claſtick Faculty, fo chat the Soul cannot ſhew 
forth her Natve'braigheneſs, but onl forth 
ſome dull is 06 ngs, wivlſt ſhe ba- 
bours underthe indiſpoſition of a Body choak'd 
up. and oppreſt with the unpuritcs of a foul 
and Corrupted Air. * Io: 
Retrement alſo, and Soltude do yery nzuoh 
incline the Mind to receive the Characters and 
Images of Truth and Knowledge into the Sa- 
cred Treaſury of the unprejudiced Memory , 
which had  beendiſtracted with variety of Ob- 
ks, would have been wholly falled, and pre- 
poſleſt with trifling and Impertinent Vanities. 
Hence moſt of the forementioned Schools of 
the agnen were erected not in the Towns, 
bur in the Neighbour-hood of them. Nor in 
the Towns, (1 ſpeak with Reverence to the Fa- 
mous Schools of. this great City ) 4n regard the 
Temprations are ſo great, and. the Avocations 
fo many, anudſ the throng and concourſe of 
che Multtade, the Youthful Fancy being apt to 
be taken with every thing that 1s gay and new, 
and fo plcaſc it {elp with thoſe litle _—_ 
| rifles 
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Trifles it: firſt gaeets with, to'1ts own'prejudice 
and: diſadyantage. | In the: Neighbour-hood, 
that ſo the-Mind may notbe alrogether a ſtran- 
ger to what paſſes in the Worid, but have fome 
private notices of things -and perſons (as ſhe 
wall:neceſſarily have, it not purpoſely debarred 
of that: IntelI1gence) for the Improvement of 
her Judgment, and-the poliſhing her Conver- 
fation. : Otherwiſe if ſhe be kept {till in the dark, 
and coopt up fromthe — of the moſt 
material-paſlages that'are the common Theme 
and Subject of the preſent Time; when ſhe 
comes abroad, ſhe 1s fri _ with the ſudden 
Light, and her Organs being not well firted for 
thercception of thoſe yiolent impreſſions, which 
if-entertained by degrees, had been eaſily per- 

tible, ſhe becomes amazed; and ftartles at 
that which every common Capacity that hath 
had.a more free and open conyerſe, under- 
ſtands. - And this 1s the Reaſon why-divers who 
have: been Cloyſtered up from the Society of 
: Men;and only Converſed with their Books, when 
they have chanced to appear in the World, have 
rendred themſelves contemptible,and their Stu- 
dies, unfruitful, ir. being all one to have no Learn- 
ing; and notto know how to make a right uſe 
(0) oh (OTE 


And here I cannot but praiſcand commend 
the Wiſdom of our Pious Founder, in Building 
-that 
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that Colledge which he deſigned forthe Edyca- 
tion.and Inſtruction of Youch in ſuch a place, 
where the pleaſantnels of the- Situation,; the 
temperature of the-Air,. not ſo ſubcil as to prey 
upon, yet ſo clear. as to refine the Spirits, and 
its-proper diſtance from Town and Court, do 
inſenfibh inlighten the Faculties of che Soul, 
and make them more quick and ready to a 
prehend thoſe excellent Leſſons of Knowledge 
that are inculcated into. them ;- and indeed it 
ſeems as if it. were contrived on | one forthe 
Head-Manſion-Seat of the Muſes, who have 
long dwelt in thoſe delightful ſhades, and Ih hope 
will never, through the levelling deſigns of thoſe 
who would roor up. the Church, the Govern- 
ment, and Leaning, - the Supporter of: them 
both, (as was once intended ) be forced to for- 
fake their Ancient Habitation. This 1s our 
 Nayoth, which, . as Peter Martyr tells us, ſigni- 
fies Green' Paſture, Situate by thoſe pleadine 
| Meadows and. gentle Streains, which enliven 
the Fancy, and quicken and cxale the Imagind- 
tion. "This is = Palace which Wiſdom buift 
for her ſelf, ſetting it upon thoſe ſeven hewen 
Pillars, the ſeyen Li Sciences, whoſe Foun- 
dation can neyer fail. Thus 1s the place, that 
I may with the addition of a word allude as 
our Learned Apoſtle, - St. Paul, does in another 
caſe, to one of your own Poets ,' to your old 
= - School- 


' tain a Pardon from this Learned Auditory, being. 
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' \,/ School fdlow, and Companion'to:one that will 


never leave your Society-aslong as Learning 1s 
encouraged, to your beloved:Hamer. Tin it 7-4. 


" ming Tere), 3; -eiedle nile rats for Which Quota 


not well ro be onutced; T-hopeT-ſhall calily ob-- 


aſfurcdthart ſhould I have eccafion;which Ithall- 
rather avoid than ſeek, of making ufe of any 
more of the ſame Nature, that Lfhall not in-- 


. err our Apoſtles diſpleaſure, in ſpeaking to you 


ad” 


in an unknown 'Tongae.... And. now, before” I 


take my leave of you, ſuffer me,” moſt'worchy 
School-tellows and Companions,” to-apply my 
{elf ro you 1n a few words, and] ſhall ceaſe to: 
be farther troubleſome to you ar this time.:- - 
- You were all; my dear Bretfiren, planted ar 
firſt 1n the ſame Pleaſant and Fruictul Soy], : had 
theſame or the like cultivating, and Manuring, 
and drunkin the ſame ſweerdewsof Knowledge 
which diftilled fromthe lips of thoſe who were 
the Teachers and Governours of your Youth : 
And all of you in yourdue ſeafonstranſplanted: 
from that _—_ into-larger Gardens. of diffe- 


-rent Moulds and goodneſs one from another, 
bur all fafficient by vircuc-of that Original tin- 


&ure you had-1imbibed-there, to/enable- you to- 

bring forth in grear-abundance che properfruirs 

of your ſeveral Callings and Profehons.. Ineed 

nor dcfire you, i: know your: own >, 
; , an 


and itiis pity they:thould 


(33) 
and:gencrous: Inchnations lead you 'to behave 
your. ſelves fo un-your ſeveral Poits-and Stations, 
-as that you may neither derogate from the place 
.of yonr Education, nor the Credit of your 
Profeſſions, but prove rather, what I have great 
.Reaſon| to beheve you are, Ornaments eo 
You have received largely at the hands of God, 
it will, and ought-to be expected that: you 
make ſuitable returns. And though, as our great 
ſRle ſays -1n- another ſenſe, -when you were 
. Children, you ſpake, and thought, and underſtood, 
and ated as Children; yet remember that now 
you write Men, and fuch too, as by virtue-of 
your ingenuous Education, have had greater 


Advantages :than many others-of 1m 
'your Rndoa and' Underſtanding, Wheontfore 
forgetting what is bebind, reach forward towards 
that. which is before you,' that you may- prove 
as-Emincnrt in your ſcycral ways; : as. the Na- 
ture and Quality. of your Employment. wilt 
bear. To ſhutup all, Let your Garments, as the 
Preacher Adviſes, Eccleſ. 9. v.8. be white , and 


let your Heads, upon thus Solemn Feſtival, /ack: 
0: Oyntment';5 and carry alon whos ave 
ful Countenance, and all = 1 | 
ſignatures of an:Inngcent and inoffenſive- joy, 
ro-the place whirher you are gomg. ks] 


Innocence and truce: Mirth are! near: Allyed, 
ever be alunder. "Tis- 


E 2 2 


WEI! 
a:good iConfcicnce, awelcome Remembrance; 
that: you haveciin ifome medfure anfwered-the 
Ends of::your Libetal Inſtitution at thar Royal 
Foundation where: you were'Bred; which will 
be the beſt reliſh, and give the higheſt rafte nor 
only ro your: publick -Encertammenc this day, 
bur:be a continual Feaſt to:you afterwards. And 
let us all, it being a Duty which my Text, and 
our own Obligations requure of us, retain'a 
Venerable Eſteem for thoſe Wiſe, Learned; and 
Good: Men, who were the carctul and painful 
Inſtructors of our Youth, who brought us from. 
Darkneſs — ; who by bearing with our 
Infirmitics, complying with our ſeveral Diſpo- 
finons, informing our Judgments, and filling 
up :the Blanks. and- cmpry ſpaces of our Souls, 
_ diſtinguiſh'd: us from the Common Herd, who 
being void of — are like the Beafts that 
periſh: Letus hkewile praiſe the Lord for thoſe 
Excelicne Kings and Queens:whom he raifed'in 
ſeyeral Ages to be the Nurſing-Fathers, and:the 
Nurling-Mothers of -his Church, eſpecially-let 
us,xcturn. our: hearty and.unfeigned Thanks un- 
to; Almighty God,: for putting: thoſe good. 
houghts into - the; Hearr: of - our Religious 
; Henry the Sixth, of Blefſed Memory, 


© erect that Famous Senunary and Nutſcry of 
good Learning, Eton Coledpge, our Common 
and Indulgear+ Mother, from whoſe full and 


OVEr- 


LIMI 
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overflowing Breafts we ſuck'd that wholſome: 
and kindly Nouriſhment, which hath added to 
the ftature of our:Knowledge, | and iricreaſed 
the growth of ous Underſtanding, - 4 # 


Finally, {ceing Et ſpes, WW ratio fludiorum 1h 
Ceſare; Secing we enjoy not only the Freedom; 
but the Benefits and Advantages-of our Studies 
by the Protection, and under the Peaceable and 
Auſpicious Government of- our Gracious Sove- 
reign, Charhtes the Second, who 1s not-only the 
Promoter and Encourager of all Ingenious 


Learning, but a great Maſter of all thoſe uſe- 


tul Arts and Sciences whuch are worthy aPrince's 
knowledge : And ſeeing he vouchſafes to: own 
us--1n a particular manner as his own, and to 
Grace thus our Mecting with peculiar Marks of 
his RoyabFavour, let us all unanimouſly, -as 
our Duty.and Allegiance binds us, pray for the 
long and Proſperous Reign of His Moſt Sacred 
Majeſty,and that there may be ſtill a continued 
Succeſſion of Princes from that Ancient Stock 


to. Rule theſe Nations in- Peace and" Quietneſs 


cill the Diſſolution of all. Humane Authority; 


and that theymay continue to be ſtill Defenders 


of the true Primitive Faith, till Faithir ſelf be no = 
more, and : the:Church which 1s now: Militant 
became: Trumphant. * And-I hope' in-puttin 

np-this Addreſs roithe Throne -of 'Grace, 4 ſhalt 
mect 


"og; 
'Ler all the Lucky Signs of a cn» Provi- 
ence attend his Sacred Perſon;..kettheSunof- 
*fer him his Beams,;che Earthher Frurts;andiall bis 
' Subjects their Loyal Hearts. .Lerthe Poor Bleſs 
him, and-his very Enemies be forced-.to- praiſe 
him. _LerPeace remain'm his Dwellings, and 
.Iatcgrity dwell in his Boſom:: Lex true Religion 
.and the welfare of the Church be ever dear un- 
:to:hum; Let all his Laws and:Commands be 
.duly Exceuted, and-Rehigiouſly Obſerved. Let 
Wiſdom be the Supporter of his Throne, and 
let her carry for him, -as-ſhe uſually does, iz her 
Right Hand length of Days, and in her left Hand 
:Riches and Honour, Let Patience (a Virtue he 
hath but too much occaſton to make uſe of ) 
.poſleſs his Royal Heart ; Let Majeſty ſic ſtill up- 
-On his Brow, and yer Mercy contimueto couch 
| . between his Eye-lids. Ler the Angels of God 
be hisGuardians, and ls particular Providence 
his Shield of Defence. Let the many Headed 
__ -Hhdra that hifles and ſpits its Venom 1n Libels 
.and Pamphlets againſt the Government, be de- 
ſtroyed, and tho#: that ſpeak evil of Dignities, 


' xecciyetheir juſt Reward; and ler. him trample 
all Rebellion and Confpiracics, wherever they 
be, under his Fect: And after a long and hap- 
py Reign, let the Glorious Spirits, thoſe os 
cd Chariots of God, convey-hum to that Bleſſed 


place 


(FFF 4-08 
prone of Reſt 'that is prepared for all true-Be- 
Vers. y 
Where may all his Loyal Subjects who fear 
God, and Honour their King, meet him, and a-- 
monegſt. them. we. who. are met together this 


ay. 

And that for:the ſake, and through the Me- 
rits of ourBlefſed Saviour and Redeemer, Feſws 
Chriſt, to whom.with the Father and the Holy. 
Spirit, Three Perſons, and One God, beall Ho-- 
nour, Praiſe, . and Glory, for.cver and eyer.. 
Amen. FS 


